I REMEMBER WHEN……..

 

I remember well trudging up those stairs on Water Street to the Board Office to do the Treasurer's Report by hand!!!!!

 

I also well remember the controversy about computerizing and eliminating the BOOK. That must have been  in 1986. 

 

The good old days when MLS would meet at what is now Webster Bank's meeting room and tour the new listings. So many properties were sold by seeing these listings and the fun we used to have at coffee after.

  

So long ago.  

Muriel Popham
 

**************************************************************************************************

 

The MLS was called the “Torrington MLS” and it was rivaled by the RLS (Realty Listing Service) . The principal difference was that the RLS allowed “OPEN LISTINGS”. First person to bring it to the attention of the members was noted as the listing agent (not that you couldn’t work thru the others). We were meeting in the common room at what is now the WEBSTER BANK on Litchfield St.    Everyone would bring in 8.5 x 11….three hole…copies of their new listings. We all carried three ring binders. We’d review the listings and…put-in-new and pull-out-expired. We met weekly…then went on tour to view (walk-thru) all the new listings. Usually took til noon.   

 

David Dean

 

**************************************************************************************************

 

 

In looking for favorite memories of the Litchfield County Board of REALTORS®, Inc. this is mine:

 

Orrin Whitney, Owner of Compass Realty remembers the time Marilyn Relva left the LCBR to come to work for Compass Realty.  I don't think she could find enough work to keep her busy at one company so she used to constantly bring coffee to my desk.  I drank so much coffee I had thyroid and heart palpitations and had to swear off coffee or only drink decaffeinated coffee.  I remember having head aches and being lethargic as I gave up the caffeine.  Somewhere around then Marilyn quit Compass Realty and went back to the love of her life, the Litchfield County Board of Realtors, Inc.  Our pace at the Compass Realty corporate office slowed down to a normal pace after that, but we did miss her a lot.

 

Orrin Whitney 

 

I REMEMBER WHEN……..

 

I remember when we had to climb three flights of stairs to get to our MLS Office on Water Street.  Great Exercise!

 

I also remember fondly the Wednesday morning MLS meetings at First Federal Bank across from the Library.  Each agency would bring in their information for all of us to copy (ie: new listings, under contracts, solds, etc.).  We would take home our list and update our individual notebooks so we would be up to date with all the homes listed. We also would bring in listing sheets so that everyone present could have all the information on the new listings available.  At the end of our meeting we would share cars and would visit 10 - 12 of the new listings.  These were fun meetings and I believe they brought a shared closeness to each one of the Agencies and agents involved in the Litchfield County MLS.

 

** Note:  I was working with The Washington Agency at the time and I still have my 1979 notebook - brings back lots of memories!  Agent sheets showing homes listed in my notebook include Century 21, Tom Zappulla, Realtor; Morris Seigel Agency, Inc. Realtor; Nildo Rambaldi Real Estate; Arthur C. Hinchcliffe, Realtor; Harold J. Burns, Realtor; Bickford Realty; John D. Doyle Realty; Monti Realty; Real Estate Center (Alfred L. Bredice Agency, New England Real Estate, Energy Efficient Homes, Inc); Moore & Alvord Realty; Schibi Agency; The Washington Agency; Fletcher Waldron; Muriel Realty; Richard W. Schlott III Real Estate; Joseph Schnier, Inc; Philip Eichner Agency; Cohen Agency; Fred Naylor, Realty Co.; Century 21 KWL Realty, Inc.; James C. Oles, Realtor; Litchfield Hills Realty Co.; Weigold Real Estate; Mettling Real Estate; E. J. Murphy Agency; Idael Realty; Bill Eanniello's Real Estate; O. V. Realty; Litchfield Hills Realty Co.; Fahey Associates, Realtors; Saltbox Realty; Strout Realty, Inc; Bickford Realty; Smith Realty; Sue Doyle Country Properties; Barrows; Foothills Realty Corp; Sepples Real Estate; Bernice D. Fuessenich and more!

 

The prices listed in this notebook were really reasonable!  You could buy a really nice home in the $35,000 to $65,000 range.

 

I would be happy to bring it in to share with anyone who would be interested in looking at it.  It is pretty full and shows wear from use!

 

Marlene Parker

 

**************************************************************************************************

Al Bredice (one of founding members) told me a great story once, of how he showed a house to a buyer.  The buyer fell in love, and when Al called the owner, he found out he had shown the house next door by mistake!  So, being the intrepid person he was, he called that owner, said something to the effect of "guess what!  I have a buyer for your house, are you interested?"  The owner said yes, and Al sold the house!

 

Nancy Schroeder Perez
